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Sports Editor

       On October 20th, Central’s Girls’ 
Tennis Team defeated Cardinal O’Hara 
High School at the Legacy Youth Ten-
nis and Education Center. The team 
won in every position, resulting in the 
final score of 5-0. The team’s dominant 
victory, earned them their third con-
secutive District XII Title. Despite their 
spectacular achievement, the team was 
later defeated by West Chester Hen-
derson High School in the first round 
of the PIAA State Team Tournament. 
Although Central suffered an inconsol-
able loss in the States, their accomplish-
ments shouldn’t be overlooked. 
       The team consists of excellent play-
ers who showed tremendous dedication 
and development throughout the sea-
son. Gabrielle Garrett (277) dropped 
jaws with her ruthless left-hand serve. 
Additionally, Tiffany Atmadja (277) 
demonstrated her ability to play with 
commanding power and great finesse. 

Maddie Mast (278) and Helen Li (278), 
the pair at first doubles, both exhib-
ited aggressive net play and consis-
tent groundstrokes. The pair at second 
doubles, Samantha Tom (278) and Kate 
Hamilton (278), were also known for 
their agressive net play.   
      Central’s Tennis Team proved to be 
one aggressive and competitive group. 
Under the leadership of their senior 
captain Eryn Nguyen (276), the team 

managed to be unde-
feated in the Public League. 
Nguyen (276) will compete at 
the PIAA State Doubles Tour-
nament for the second year in 
a row alongside Gabrielle Gar-
rett (277). The collective unit 
finished with a fantastic 17-5 
overall record. 
      The 11th year tennis coach, 
Mr. Graham, was impressed 
with his team’s performance 
throughout the season. He stat-
ed, “ I am proud of this team 
because they battled to the end. 
We played some of the best 

teams in the state this season. Despite 
losing some of these matches, the re-
sponse has been positive as the team 
understands that we improve by play-
ing better competition.” 
    The squad faced several competitive 
schools such as Germantown Friends, 
Penn Charter, and Hempfield. The team 
hopes to apply their remarkable growth 
to their 2017 campaign. 

Central Celebrates Principal 
Appreciation Month

Left to right: Ms. Scott, Ms. Harrington, and Mr. McKenna are honored 
during the Principal Appreciation Month assembly.

PC: Julia Garman (276)

Candidates on Education Reform

       The future is an inescapable 
path that we all have to take. In our 
case as students, the future includes 
our education. The 2016 presidential 
candidates both agree to disagree on 
many topics. However, within the 
topic of education, there lies a rare 
exception. Both Hillary Clinton and 
Donald Trump believe in the impor-
tance of a good education for every 
child, no matter their background. 
Despite this shared foundation, their 
proposals and reforms for revamp-
ing the national education system 
vastly vary. 
     Democratic nominee Hillary 
Clinton plans to increase communi-
cation with teachers to see what is 
and isn’t working. She doesn’t want 
teachers to be blamed for the prob-
lems in the education system, as is 
typically done today. She wants to 
ensure that each child has the op-
portunity to fulfill their potential, re-
gardless of financial circumstances. 
Some aspects of her plan include:
1. Launch a national campaign to 
heighten the teaching profession, 
and to pay teachers an appropriate 
salary for their education and expe-
rience,
2. Provide every school with a 

funded computer science program 
to help fill the more than half mil-
lion open jobs that require computer 
skills,
3. Rebuild decaying buildings that 
are unsafe or that foster unhealthy 
environments. The Build America 
Bonds program will work to rebuild 
schools that have rodents, mold, or 
any other unacceptable problem,
4. Donate $2 billion to schools to 
end the school-to-prison pipeline 
(the cycle of too-strict disciplinary 
policies for students that could lead 
them to incarceration), having states 
reform school disturbance laws, and 
promoting the creation of federally 
funded social and emotional inter-
ventions.
      Republican nominee Donald 
Trump’s proposal includes funnel-
ing federal funds towards school 
choice, a catch-all term for programs 
that match students to the best type 
of school that fits their needs, wheth-
er they be public, private, charter, 
or even homeschooling. Trump’s 
policy plans on “reversing inequities 
in education and failing government 
schools in Democrat-controlled in-
ner cities,” according to his cam-
paign website. The vision he wants 
implemented is to:
1. Invest an additional $20 billion 
in school choice and give states the 
option of using these federal funds 

to support public or private schools, 
although this will favor states with 
private, magnet, and charter school 
choice,
2. Have states contribute another 
$110 billion of their own education 
budgets toward school choice,
3. Reform higher education to en-
sure universities are making an ef-
fort to reduce the cost of college and 
student debt in exchange for federal 
tax breaks and tax dollars,
4. Make it easier to access, pay for, 
and graduate from a two- or four-
year college or university, or to pur-
sue a trade or a skill through voca-
tional and trade schools.
       Overall, each candidate has dif-
ferent ideas about how to improve 
our education system. Clinton wants 
to focus on paying teachers more 
for their hard work, administering 
computer science programs to every 
school, restoring damaged and con-
taminated buildings, and ending the 
cycle of low income students ending 
up in jail. Trump, on the other hand, 
intends to focus on adding more 
funds to the school choice program, 
reducing the cost of college in ex-
change for tax breaks for universi-
ties, and increasing the availability 
and ease of attending college or pur-
suing a trade or skill.

Abigail Barrett (276) 
Staff Writer 

Girls’ Tennis Team Wins Third Consecutive District Title

Tiffany Atmadja (277) and Eryn Nguyen (276) holding the Philadelphia 
Girls’ Public League Champions plaque.  

Left: Eryn Nguyen (276), 
Right: Gabrielle Garret (277)

PC: Eryn Nguyen (276)
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         On January 15, 2013, Kathleen 
Kane, a prosecutor from Lackawanna 
County and a rising political star, be-
came the first female Democratic at-
torney general (AG) in Pennsylvania 
history. With her promise to fight cor-
ruption and to break up the “old-boys 
club”, Kane’s inauguration appeared to 
be a harbinger of much needed change. 
At least, it started out that way. Kane 
closed a gun law loophole in order to 
prevent those who had been denied 
Pennsylvania concealed weapons per-
mits from acquiring permits in Florida 
and using those permits in Pennsylva-
nia. And Kane was just getting started. 
In a move considered bold and gutsy 
yet certainly on the right side of history, 
Kane refused to defend the Defense of 
Marriage Act, which banned same sex 
marriage in Pennsylvania. She even 
uncovered massive amounts of porn 
accompanied by a slew of sexist and 
racist commentary that had been cir-
culating throughout and outside of the 
AG’s office for years. 
         Unfortunately, Kane also made 
a series of controversial and, at times, 
illegal decisions. The Inquirer criti-
cized Kane for refusing to prosecute 
Philadelphia state legislators recorded 
on tape taking bribes. Kane later de-
fended herself, explaining she declined 
the case due to its poor conception and 
because the General Assembly’s Black 
Caucus was being targeted, while il-
legal acts by white legislators were 
being ignored. The combination of 
these inflammatory accusations, her 
bold legislation, and humiliating porn 
revelations seemed to poke the Har-
risburg bear one time too many. When 
the opportunity for retaliation came, it 
pounced. The “old-boys club” exposed 
Kane for leaking grand jury informa-
tion to mudsling a rival. Leaking infor-
mation to the press wasn’t necessarily 
an unusual or career-shattering tactic. 
However, in Kane’s case, the combi-
nation of her powerful adversaries and 
the fateful cover-up, made it so. A jury 
convicted Kane of abuse of power as 

AG and of perjury on August 15, 2016. 
She resigned from office two days later 
and was replaced by her former first 
deputy Bruce Beemer, who had testi-
fied against her during the trial.
         Now, as November 8 approach-
es, two new candidates vie to become 
Pennsylvania’s attorney general for 
the next four years: Senator John Raf-
ferty (R)  and Josh Shapiro (D). Raf-
ferty, who is finishing his fourth term 
as senator, currently serves as Vice 
Chairman of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, which provides oversight 
of the Department of Justice and plays 
an important role in the consideration 
of nominations and pending legisla-
tion. He also served as Chairman of the 
Senate Transportation Committee. As a 
senator, Rafferty’s biggest legislative 
achievement was the 2013 passage of 
Act 89, which increased investment in 
Pennsylvania’s transportation system 
by 2.3 billion dollars.
         On a state legislative level, Raf-
ferty supported legislation to strength-
en PA’s child protection laws, created 
tougher sentencing for aggravated ar-
son, and closed a loophole that enabled 
repeat DUI offenders to avoid harsher 
sentencing. 
         If elected AG, Rafferty promises to 
restore integrity and public confidence 
in the AG’s Office. He also pledges to 
put politics aside as AG and to make 
decisions without political consider-
ation. In addition, he promised not to 
run for higher office if elected, criticiz-
ing his opponent Shapiro, “AG for me 
stands for attorney general, not aspiring 
governor. We all know he wants to be 
governor.”  Rafferty also plans to fight 
the heroin epidemic, to work to prevent 
and prosecute child abuse, and to em-
ploy a school safety task force to pre-
pare schools for natural disasters, vio-
lent events, and terrorist attacks. On the 
matter of police brutality, or rather in 
an effort to ignore the matter of police 
brutality, Rafferty wrote in an op-ed 
article posted on his website Rafferty 
for AG, “ The ‘talking heads’ and na-
tional media are sensationalizing these 
stories, the police are being demonized 
by a distorted narrative and this is plac-

ing our officers and communities in 
danger.” On the sanctuary city status of 
Philadelphia, Rafferty commented in a 
fear-mongering tirade, “The sanctuary 
city policy adopted by Mayor Jim Ken-
ney and the city of Philadelphia is dan-
gerous and puts the lives of innocent 
people living, working and visiting the 
city everyday at risk.” Rafferty contin-
ued, “If someone is in the country ille-
gally, they are breaking the law.”
       Shapiro, on the other hand, has 
disappointedly remained tight-lipped 
about his views on Philadelphia’s 
sanctuary city policy. However, he 
has stressed the importance of diver-
sity in the AG’s office and of creating 
an office that reflects the population 
it serves. He promises to establish the 
position of Chief Diversity Officer to 
ensure his policy of diversity is put 
into action. Shapiro also promised to 
protect voting rights. In Montgomery 
County, where he currently serves as 
Chair of the Board of Commissioners 
(the legislative and executive arm of 
the Montgomery County government), 
he led a fight to protect disenfran-
chised low-income and elderly resi-
dents. Shapiro is also a big advocate of 
LGBT rights, having helped issue the 
first marriage licenses in Pennsylva-
nia to LGBT couples. He also intends 
to protect women’s access to health-
care, earning him the endorsement of 
Planned Parenthood.
       Additionally, Shapiro, who served 
as a member of the PA House of Repre-
sentatives from 2005 to 2012, promises 
to reform the criminal justice system so 
that those suffering from mental illness 
or addiction receive help rather than 
jail time. He also promises to vigor-
ously prosecute frackers who violate 
Pennsylvanians’ constitutional right to 
“clean air” and “pure water”. He also 
promises to protect working Pennsyl-
vanians’ right to fair wages by promot-
ing equal pay for women, ending work-
place discrimination, and upholding the 
right to organize.
In terms of education, Shapiro intends 
to fight Harrisburg’s selectively insuf-
ficient funding of public education. 
As of now, there is a case before the 

Pennsylvania Supreme Court contest-
ing whether or not Pennsylvania has 
been providing quality education to all 
its students. Shapiro has daringly an-
nounced, if elected, he will not support 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in 
this case, essentially siding against his 
own office. Shapiro explained during a 
fundraising reception, “I will join with 
the plaintiffs and I will fight to make 
sure we get a thorough and efficient 
education system.” He also seeks to 
crack down on for-profit college scams, 
predatory students loan lenders and 
collection agencies, and campus sexual 
assault.
Shapiro’s ambitious, albeit somewhat 
vague and idealistic agenda is quite 
promising. However, critics argue that 
his lack of experience as a courtroom 
prosecutor makes him underqualified. 
Additionally, they argue that becom-
ing attorney general is just another 
stepping stone in his political career. 

The rebuttal is that his enthusiasm 
and promising career signal a tenure 
of change, unlike Rafferty, who is, as 
Shapiro puts it, “a longtime Harrisburg 
politician, who's been a captain of the 
far right, been leading the fight against 
the woman's right to choose." 
       Both candidates have done robust  
fundraising. In the period between the 
May primary and the sixth Tuesday be-
fore the election, Rafferty raised nearly 
$1.1 million. Shapiro raised $1.8 mil-
lion in that same period. In compari-
son, Kathleen Kane and her then op-
ponent David Freed raised a combined 
$2.34 million during that same filing 
period in 2012.
       Regardless of who gets elected, 
November 8 signals an opportunity to 
move on from the blight of scandal and 
return focus to the pressing legislative 
issues of the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania. 

Miriam Solowey (277)
Proofreading Editor

0Senator John Rafferty, Republican candidate for Pennsylvania Office of Attorney General

Josh Shapiro, Democratic candidate for Pennsylvania Office of Attorney General

PA Seeks Fresh Start in Attorney General Elections

Kyra Buonomo (277)
Entertainment Editor

As I began to watch the second of the 
three presidential debates, I noticed 
I was holding my breath; waiting to 
see and hear what would take place 
between Hillary Clinton and Don-
ald Trump. The debate seemed like it 
could turn into a physical brawl at any 
moment but there were instances in 
which it did turn into a verbal brawl. 
The stage was set with the recently-
released videotape of Trump making 
lewd comments that were more about 
sexual assault, not what Trump re-
ferred to as “locker room talk.” Addi-
tionally, Trump met with three women 
that Bill Clinton allegedly sexually 
assaulted/harassed, and invited those 
women to attend the debate. Of course 
we all know that the reason Trump 
invited these women was not because 
he cares about them surviving sexual 
assault, but because he’s trying to find 
a way to take down Clinton. On a side 
note, I am still confused by Trump’s 
logic of “Don’t vote for her; her hus-
band hurts women! Vote for me; I hurt 

women!” As if all of that drama were 
not enough, there was also the recent 
public release of Clinton’s notorious 
emails. The debate began with a voy-
euristic, cage-fight like atmosphere. 
The Town-Hall format only added to 
the tension.
It was extremely difficult to focus on 
content with so many adversarial in-
teractions taking place. I was struck by 
how strong the moderators were right 
from the beginning; no more bowing 
down to Trump as Matt Lauer did or 
remaining silent as Lester Holt did. 
Both Anderson Cooper and Martha 
Raddatz were firm in staying close to 
allotted time frames and displaying a 
strong voice in the process. It may have 
appeared like the moderators were 
coming down on Trump, but that was 
because Trump regularly interrupted 
Clinton, often with hostile one-liners. 
Clinton however, displayed incredible 
patience and did not interrupt Trump. 
Overall, the event was cringeworthy.
From a more neutral point of view, I 
noticed Trump repeatedly used the 
same terms over and over again. (Di-
sastrous? Tremendous? Very bad?) I 

would hope that the president of the 
U.S. would have a stronger vocabulary 
than what Trump displayed. As many 
politicians do, Clinton stretched the 
truth at times, such as when she stated 
“. . . We are now for the first time en-
ergy independent”. While it is true the 
U.S. is more energy independent than 
ever before, we do still import between 
11% to 12% of our energy. Clinton 
also stated that “since the Great Reces-
sion the gains have all gone to the top 
and we need to reverse that.” Again, 
most gains have gone to the top, but 
not all. Trump, however, conveyed 
outright lies. For example, he flat-out 
denied having ever tweeted “check out 
a sex tape” when there is indisputable 
evidence that he did. Also, he contin-
ued to deny he ever  supported the war 
in Iraq, despite clear recorded evidence 
to the contrary.
I have been a strong Hillary supporter 
and have volunteered on her campaign 
since the beginning of this presidential 
race. I have admired Clinton for her in-
domitable strength and work on behalf 
of children and families for as long as 
I can remember. The way Trump stood 

right behind Clinton when she spoke 
was striking. It seemed like a very pas-
sive-aggressive attempt to intimidate 
her. Perhaps what was most alarming 
though was when Trump threatened to 
put Clinton in jail if he were president, 
the kind of threat that is most com-
monly heard in dictatorships. Clinton 
maintained poise and composure in 
what amounted to a vicious face-to-
face verbal battle.
Hillary maintained a presidential pres-
ence at all times, answering question 
effectively and with poise. At the end 
of this rancorous debate, I feel, as 
many fellow citizens in the U.S. do, 
unchanged and unmoving in support of 

my candidate. What I could not tell was 
the impact this second debate had on 
the all-too-important undecided vot-
ers. With an election of such profound 
consequences for women, people of 
color, and many others, I frankly can-
not fathom how anyone could be un-
decided with two candidates who are 
so remarkably different in tone, class, 
values and politics. I leave this debate 
even more pro-Hillary and even more 
frightened by the great divide I see in 
our country, and with the prospect that 
a profoundly bigoted, misogynistic, 
narcissistic, unethical braggart could 
become the leader of the free world. 

The Trouble with Trump

PC: Pittsburg Post-Gazette
PC: Pittsburg Post-Gazette
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The Significance of Third Party Candidates
Jana Pugsley (277)

News Editor

PC: AP/ John Locher

      
      On Sunday, October 9th, 2016, 
Washington University in St. Louis, 
Missouri hosted the second of the 2016 
United States presidential debates. 
Throughout the course of this debate, 
both candidates showed viewers their 
various qualities and opinions. Ameri-
cans stood witness to a very nasty 
debate between two candidates who 
are overwhelming in all the wrong 
places. Both candidates have such seri-
ous flaws that one might wonder how 
they would fare against anyone other 
than themselves — against candidates 
who don’t have a new scandal every 
week, or candidates whom 68% of the 
American public distrusts (according 
to a CNN poll). Despite all these over-
whelming circumstances, the American 
public must choose the lesser of two 
evils, and many undecided voters are 
swayed by the winner of the debates. 
At the end of the night there could only 
be one winner. That Sunday, that win-
ner was Donald Trump. Donald Trump 
accomplished his goals for the night. 
The past week had been perhaps “the 
worst week in presidential campaign 
history,” according to one NBC analy-
sis. Trump dug himself deep into holes 
spanning across all the issues. He sug-
gested “veterans with ‘PTSD’ were not 
strong enough to ‘handle’ combat”, 
saw the release of a video that paints 
him as a supporter and perpetrator of 
sexual assault, admitted he and his VP 
weren’t on the same page on many key 
issues regarding policy, and told his op-
ponent that if he wins he would jail her 
and still has not released some of his 
tax records. Following the worst week 
in Trump’s campaign, he was bleed-
ing heavily. He was losing supporters 
left and right. Key Republican figures 
who stood by him scandal after scan-
dal could no longer bring themselves 
to support him. Endorsements were 
rescinded by many Republican lead-

ers including John McCain and Carly 
Fiorina, and was denounced by many 
others such as Speaker of the House 
Paul Ryan. This debate was his chance 
to bounce back— to do damage control, 
keep his supporters and end the incur-
sion of Republicans turning their backs 
on him. 
       Donald Trump accomplished this 
goal. He was able to keep his support-
ers happy by attacking his opponent’s 
character, morality and motivations. 
Mr. Trump was able to illustrate his 
message that Hillary Clinton was a pol-
itician and nothing more. His message: 
if she cares as much about everything 
as she says she does, why has she done 
so little to reform the systems she so 
strongly opposes? Why do her interests 
seem to change depending on whom 
she talks to and where she is? These are 
fair questions that ring loudly to a lot of 
undecided voters. Mr. Trump was also 
able to put Clinton on the defensive for 
much of the night. She faltered when 
asked about such topics as Obamacare, 
her failed record in public service, and 
energy reform. Mr. Trump was even 
able to paint her as pro-sexual assault 
when talking about Bill Clinton’s 
sketchy history as well as her defend-
ing an accused child rapist. This is a big 
point that Mr. Trump is trying to bring 
attention to, and it seemed to work. 
He painted a picture of how two-faced 

Hillary is when Mr. Trump discussed 
her various paid speeches. 
Donald Trump did an excellent job 
painting her as a liar and a stereotypi-
cal politician. The crowd cheered at 
much of the jabs that he threw. “Honest 
Abe never told a lie, that’s the big dif-
ference between Abraham Lincoln and 
you.” Donald Trump’s witty remarks 
kept Hillary on her toes much of the 
night and the audience on the edge of 
their seat. He walked into this debate 
wounded and near death. There were 
talks of him ending his campaign and 
of Republicans picking a new candi-
date thirty days before the election. 
Despite being unreasonable and highly 
unlikely, the fact that people were talk-
ing about it illustrated how poorly his 
campaign was doing. 
      This debate was not about gain-
ing supporters for Mr. Trump per se. 
Although gaining votes is always the 
goal, this debate was much more about 
staying alive, keeping his head above 
water, and reassuring his allies. He 
performed well enough to keep Hill-
ary on her heels and to control the flow 
of prominent Republicans leaving his 
side. Although Mr. Trump may con-
sider the second debate a victory, there 
are still major flaws in his political and 
personal credibility. He may be able 
to win a debate, but he is not able to 
“make America great again”.

Memorable Moments  

PC: Joe Raedle/ AP

Koralys Deida (276)
 Entertainment Editor 

“You know, people make a lot of money talking about 
me, don’t they?” 
-Hillary Clinton, September 26, 2016

Debatable Winner

            Many voters are not satisfied 
with the presidential candidates from 
major political parties, which has lead to 
the rise in popularity of third-party can-
didates. Because America’s government 
is set up to favor the two major political 
parties, candidates from other parties are 
rarely successful in elections. Third par-
ties occupy some seats in Congress and 
in local and state governments, but they 
have never won a presidential election. 
This election year, however, has seen 
very large numbers of Democrats and 
Republicans aligning with third-party 
candidates, but who are they and what 
do they stand for?
      The two third-party candidates that 
are seeing increasing support in 2016 
are Libertarian Gary Johnson and Green 
Jill Stein. Both candidates want to ex-
pand upon the two-party system to in-
clude the voices of smaller parties.
     Johnson served as governor of New 
Mexico from 1995 to 2003. He is pro-
choice and supports government fund-
ing for Planned Parenthood. He main-
tains that the government should never 
subsidize healthcare and wishes to end 
the Affordable Care Act (Obamacare). 
He would never require parents to vac-
cinate their children. Johnson advocates 

for the decriminalization, legalization, 
regulation, and taxation of marijuana. 
He supports marriage equality and be-
lieves that gender identity should be pro-
tected under anti-discrimination laws. 
He believes that nonviolent undocu-
mented immigrants should be granted 
temporary amnesty and a simple path to 
citizenship, and that nobody should be 
banned from the country based on reli-
gion. He says he will only accept refu-
gees from Syria after extensive back-
ground checks for terrorist connections, 
followed by monitoring once they are in 
the United States. He wants to decrease 
military spending, and he does not sup-
port any further restrictions on the pur-
chase of firearms, even if one is on the 
no-fly list. He wants to do away with all 
minimum wage requirements. In stark 
contrast with Green Party candidate Jill 
Stein, Johnson believes that the govern-
ment should not increase environmental 
regulations to combat climate change.
       The Green Party platform stresses 
ecological sustainability. Stein is a 
physician by trade. She is left-leaning, 
supporting a wide availability of sex 
education and birth control to reduce 
abortions (but still allowing the right 
to choose to have an abortion), and she 
believes that the government should 
continue to fund Planned Parenthood. 
She supports Obamacare but prefers a 

mandatory single payer healthcare sys-
tem. She would not require vaccination 
in children because she believes it can 
be linked to autism. Like Johnson, she 
supports marriage equality and believes 
that gender identity should be protected 
under anti-discrimination laws, and she 
also believes that marijuana should be 
decriminalized, legalized, regulated, 
and taxed. Stein wishes to get rid of all 
national borders, granting citizenship 
and government subsidized healthcare 
to undocumented immigrants. She be-
lieves it is unconstitutional to prevent 
anyone from entering the United States 
based on religion, so she wants the US 
to accept many more than the 10,000 
Syrian refugees proposed by the Obama 
Administration. She wants to decrease 

military spending and require back-
ground checks and psychological test-
ing for anyone who wants to purchase a 
gun.  
       Whether or not you are considering 
supporting a third-party candidate, Gary 
Johnson and Jill Stein play a crucial role 
in the 2016 presidential election. As 
many Democrats and Republicans are 
choosing to vote for Johnson or Stein, 
Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton are 
losing votes from citizens registered to 
major political parties. Further, Gallup 
polling found that 40% of Americans 
consider themselves to be Independent 
voters as of mid-September 2016, mean-
ing that they are not affiliated with the 
Democratic or Republican parties. Sup-
port for third-party candidates tightens 

the race between Trump and Clinton. 
One common reason why people do not 
vote for third-party candidates is that it 
is seen as taking a vote away from the 
major candidate one would otherwise 
vote for.
       For example, in the 2000 presi-
dential election, Green Party nominee 
Ralph Nader snagged 2.74% of the 
overall vote, the highest that a Green 
candidate has ever gotten. He earned 
close to 100,000 votes in Florida, the 
same state in which George W. Bush 
(R) beat Al Gore (D) by 537 votes 
after recount and gave Bush a major-
ity of electoral votes, thus handing him 
the presidency. Whether or not Nader’s 
campaign “spoiled” a win for Gore is 
still debated.
       This predicament is especially rel-
evant in swing states where both major 
political parties draw similar amounts of 
support, such as Florida, Pennsylvania, 
Michigan, Ohio, and Virginia. 
       It is up to each voter to research 
each candidate and weigh their options. 
Is a third-party candidate too risky in a 
state such as Pennsylvania, or will an in-
crease in third-party support help move 
the country’s agenda in the direction 
that one favors? It’s up to the voters, but 
no political action is possible without 
registered and active voters.

“A man who can be provoked by a tweet should not 
have his fingers anywhere near the nuclear codes.” 
-Hillary Clinton, September 26, 2016 

“I call it Trumped Up trickle down economics” 
-Hillary Clinton, September 26, 2016

Jack Hehmeyer (277)
Staff Writer

Left: Gary Johnson, Right: Jill Stein

PC: Gage Skidmore/W
ikimedia Commons
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       As the 2016 presidential election 
is fast approaching, campaigning has 
started taking  place rapidly, advertise-
ments have been showing up often, and 
decided voters are helping their selected 
candidate in order to be the next presi-
dent of the United States. The candi-
dates - Hillary Clinton (Democratic) 
and Donald Trump (Republican) - have 
garnered significant attention during this 
year’s presidential election due to their 
past conflicts and their contrasting poli-
cies. However, both of these candidates 
have certain credentials, knowledge, 
and experience present to have been 
elected as their respective party’s nomi-
nee. Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump 
have divergent views about how to lead 
the country, as they come from different 
backgrounds. 
       Hillary Rodham was born on Oc-
tober 26, 1947 in Chicago, Illinois. She 
attended Yale University, where she 
obtained her law degree and met future 
husband Bill Clinton. She would later 
become the First Lady from 1993 to 
2001. Clinton held prominent roles dur-
ing this time, such as monitoring health 
care reform, financial reports, and com-
mittees of medical and insurance profes-
sionals. In one instance, Clinton worked 
hard for children’s health care and tried 
to pass a reform before Congress. She 
eventually made the Children’s Health 
Insurance Program in 1997, so all fami-
lies could afford health care for their 
children. Moving on toward her politi-
cal career, Clinton became a senator in 
2001 for New York. She had major roles 
to occupy when the terrorist attacks of 
September, 11, 2001 occurred and her 
role was to fund the city of New York. 
Building off of her senate years, Clin-
ton decided to run for president in 2007. 
However, she lost to Barack Obama in 
the Democratic primary. As a result of 
the political feats Clinton achieved, 

Obama decided to in-
clude her in his team, 
giving Clinton the po-
sition of Secretary of 
State in 2009. Clinton 
assisted in oversee-
ing the foreign affairs 
of the country. One of 
Clinton’s major draw-
back is the Benghazi 
incident, in which four 
U.S citizens were killed 
in Benghazi, Libya. 
Libya became an al-Qa-
eda-led military base, 
and reporters were sent 
there to inspect infor-
mation about the radical 
Islamic terrorist group. 
One of the men that was 
killed was Ambassador 
Chris Stevens; he was 
to inspect that Libya 
flourished in its politics and environ-
ment. Security precautions were not tak-
en to the full capacity, and U.S citizens 
were not protected. Defense Secretary 
Leon Panetta stated that the men were 
not aware of this attack, and U.S. forces 
were not nearby to give protection in the 
attack. Clinton stepped down in 2013 
as Secretary of State and then launched 
her campaign in the spring of 2015. She 
beat Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders, 
rolling through the Democratic primary, 
but was greeted with the Democratic 
National Committee Scandal, which 
tarnished her campaign, along with the 
private email scandal during her time 
as Secretary of State. Clinton had used 
a private server without permission in-
stead of using a government email to 
communicate effectively during this 
situation. WikiLeaks released about 
20,000 emails from her party which 
showed certain officials working against 
Bernie Sanders campaign. Not only that, 
but it showed certain strategies from the 
Clinton campaign and the extent that the 
DNC favored Clinton over Sanders. His 

supporters felt that the DNC had been 
rigged from the beginning in favor of 
Hillary Clinton. In July 2016, Hillary 
Clinton accepted the Democratic nomi-
nation for president.
       Conversely, Donald Trump’s life 
is miles apart from that of Hillary Clin-
ton’s politically based life. Trump was 
born on June 14, 1946 in Queens, New 
York. He graduated from the Wharton 
School of Finance at the University of 
Pennsylvania. Trump continued the 
business of his father’s company and 
focused on property value and real es-
tate. However, the government filed a 
racial discrimination lawsuit against the 
discriminatory policies of Trump’s busi-
ness. They violated the Fair Housing Act 
and they discriminated against tenants 
and workers based on their race. Trump 
expanded his business to casinos he pur-
chased in Atlantic City. He also devised 
a plan to refurbish an apartment building 
near Central Park, New York, which was 
more of a success than some of his New 
Jersey casinos. Trump’s economic value 
was questioned when he constructed a 
hotel-casino in Atlantic City called the 

Taj Mahal, which eventually went bank-
rupt in 1990. When the real estate mar-
ket declined in 1990, Trump had mul-
tiple loans from different banks and he 
was very close to becoming bankrupt. 
Luckily, many banks supported Trump, 
as they believed he would support their 
income. Trump dabbled in politics when 
he questioned Barack Obama’s birth-
place, later called the “birther” move-
ment. Trump declared that he would run 
for the White House on June 2015. He 
steamrolled through Ted Cruz, Marco 
Rubio, and John Kasich in the Repub-
lican primary. On July, he accepted the 
Republican nomination for president. 
       A major factor in this election is 
the subject about change. Trump and 
Clinton offer different policies to re-
form the country. However, many of 
their policies are distinctive from each 
other and it reflects off of the American 
people and where they want the country 
to be heading. Some of the major poli-
cies are taxes and immigration. When 
it comes to taxes, Clinton offered a 
premise in which she would increase the 
taxes for whose ever income is greater 

than $250,000. On the other hand, 
Trump wants major tax cuts on the 
wealthy so there can be more op-
portunities for jobs given to buy 
larger businesses. Many Ameri-
cans share different views on this 
case, whether they compare it to 
freeing the struggle of the middle 
class or increasing job growth. 
Another contrasting case is im-
migration. Trump offers to deport 
undocumented immigrants regard-
less of their family situation and 
if anyone in their family is a U.S. 
citizen. Hillary believes that there 
should be greater security precau-
tions, but not to deport the millions 
of parents that have raised U.S. 
citizen children. This again reflects 
upon what the American people 
want - better border security and 
precautions, but to an extent that 
is plausible to everyone. Some of 

these policies are extreme while other 
policies don’t offer much change. How-
ever, many Americans are motivated 
to vote for this upcoming election re-
gardless of their prefered candidate’s 
flaws. The American people are striving 
for change which will lead to a more 
prosperous country in which it will be 
beneficial to everyone. Not only that, 
but they don’t want the highest order of 
position in the wrong hands. Therefore, 
some voters are voting for not the best, 
but not the worst. Whichever policies 
entice a voter to lean in toward their pre-
ferred candidate, it will make an impact 
on the next four years of this country.  
     Both candidates have distinctive 
premises on how to lead the country, but 
they both have a plethora of credentials 
in their life filled with different experi-
ences which have led them both to this 
grand honor of running for the President 
of the United States. The presidential 
candidates journey to the Presidential 
Election has not been a short one, but it 
will soon come to an end on November 
8, 2016.

 
       As the election for the new presi-
dent draws nearer every day, one must 
consider what the current president, 
Barack Obama, has done in the past 
eight years. This includes 68 months 
of increased private sector job creation, 
reduced unemployment rates, the fed-
eral budget deficit shrinking, etc. All 
of these achievements by President 
Obama have greatly improved the 
country’s economy and citizens. 
 68 months of increased 
private sector job creation is the lon-
gest creation of jobs that a president 
has ever created in the entirety of the 
United States history. For the past 68 
months, Obama has created more than 
13 million private-sector jobs, which 
in turn has helped decrease the federal 
budget’s deficit. Because of the increase 
of the jobs, unemployment has dropped 
from 10.1% in October of 2009 to 4.9% 
at January of 2016. This caused the 
federal budget deficit to shrink by two-
thirds, from $1.4 trillion dollars to $439 
billion.
 But Obama has not only 
done things to help our economy. He 
also improved citizens’ lives. More 
people have had a chance to receive 

treatment for preventable diseases at 
lower prices by providing affordable 
health care insurance through Obam-
acare to people who previously could 
not afford it because of difficult situa-
tions, such as low income. He has also 
advocated for equality for women and 
the LGBT community than any other 
president in history. Obama has also ris-
en the morale of the Americans through 
the assassination of Osama bin Laden. 
Since then, Obama has pushed for less 
troops in combat, and has been request-
ing that more troops return home. As 
of now, we have fewer soldiers, sailors 
and airmen in war zones than in the last 
twelve years. Even with the request to 
return soldiers, there have been no suc-
cessful attacks by al-Qaeda on U.S. 
soil, contrary to what some Republicans 
have assumed. They believe that, if the 
U.S. elected a Democrat for president, 
we would be, according to Republican 
Dick Cheney (former vice-president of 
George W. Bush) , “hit again and hit 
hard” by al-Qaeda.
 But even with so many ac-
complishments, there is bound to have 
some failures. One of Obama’s big-
gest failures was his lack of action in 
Iran. He took 18 months to try to talk 
to Iran diplomatically but failed, as he 
was unable to talk to them personally. 

This means Iran may soon increase it 
output of nuclear weapons, and the new 
president will have to make a decision 
on how to deal with this new possible 
threat. Another failure in his career was 
that of his usage of the executive power. 
By being able to change laws for immi-
gration and welfare reform, he opened 
a road for future presidents to be able 
to ignore tax or civil rights states they 

don’t like. The last and most impacting 
failure to his career is the mass murder 
in Syria. Obama’s inaction to help out 
the citizens of Syria from Bashar al-
Assad (President of Syria) with military 
troops told people that he does not want 
to help out other countries in need if 
the country in question will not pose a 
threat if taken over by a cruel president.
Obama has made a lasting effect on 

America by successfully increasing 
jobs and reducing the deficit, unem-
ployment, troops in war zones and 
health insurance costs. He has paved a 
good road of successful achievements 
throughout his two terms. But he has 
also left the road rocky with things that 
the new president will have to fix. What 
will the next president do?

Obama’s Eight Years
Chris Fu (278)

Staff Writer

Miten Amin (278)
Staff Writer

PC: Patriomonio Designs LTD

Clinton, Trump, and Their Implications

President Obama makes a speech.

Clinton and Trump face a hotly contested race.

PC: AP / Brennan Linsley
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        Philadelphia’s DIY, or “do it your-
self” scene has given birth to bands such 
as Hop Along,  Waxahatchee, The War 
on Drugs, and more historically, punk 
rock veterans such as The Dead Milk-
men. Some bands currently on the rise 
largely due to support from the DIY 
community in Philadelphia include Ra-
diator Hospital, Alex G, and Strand of 
Oaks. The scene has its origins in the ar-
rival of punk rock to Philadelphia in the 
late 1970s, since which Philadelphia has 
become a boiling pot of diverse sounds, 
continually spewing new creative mate-
rial. 
       The scene thrives off of the tal-
ent of its young musicians. “Some of the 
best music you’ll ever hear is from mu-
sicians in Philly, and most of them are 
teenagers,” says Alexei Mannino (277). 
The real essence of the DIY scene is cre-
ated by the young artists who painstak-
ingly create music through a four-track 
recorder in their bedroom, and upload it 
to Bandcamp under tags such as “Lo-Fi” 
and “Bedroom Pop.” This is the appeal 
of the scene. For these artists who are 
not worried about the price tag on their 
equipment, the possibilities are endless. 
Their only limitations are their willing-
ness to explore new sounds, and their 
readiness to trek into the endless frontier 
of their musical escapades. This frontier 
exists for listeners as well, for whom 
DIY music is highly accommodating, 
due to the production of a vast array of 
music. While newcomers to the scene 

might listen to more accessible tunes, as 
listeners start to broaden their horizons, 
they may begin to challenge themselves 
with more intellectually complex music. 
       “When we’re talking about the 
Philly music scene”, says Gabriel Garcia 
Leeds, a musician from Science Lead-
ership Academy, “when we’re talking 
about rugged music, when we’re talking 
about something that’s tight, something 
that’s tough, we’re talking about… well, 
we’re talking about Philadelphia. We’re 
talking about the beer drinking, hoagie 
eating, blue collar town that we live 
in, where music is an act of protest as 
much as it is an act of self-medication. 
This is what Philadelphia is in its truest, 
you know, deepest sense. And I think we 
need to understand that the music isn’t 
about being pretty, and it isn’t about be-
ing nice, and it isn’t even about being 
sad or angry or any of that stuff. It’s just 
about putting forward the unadulterated 
truth, that is living in Philadelphia as a 
young person with an array of mental 
health issues, depression, anxiety, what-
ever, you know, whatever you have. It’s 
giving you a glimpse into the life of 
somebody who hates themselves in a 
city that hates them equally as much if 
not more.”
       One of the words that came up 
repeatedly while I was discussing the 
scene with young local musicians was 
“rugged”. Being rugged is a sort of tran-
scendent state for these musicians, who 
aspire towards the divine condition of 
ruggedness through edgy lyrics and a 
sense of delinquency fueling the music. 
“Ok so, what we’re about here, we like 

the word ‘anti’. Anti-establishment, anti-
everything. We’re anti-art. We’re anti-
music even,” says Leeds. “By stripping 
down music to the most fundamentals; 
chords, words, anything. We’re able to 
appreciate the pure essence of what mu-
sic is, and that is truly the pure emotion, 
the raw emotion. The ‘raw power’, to 
quote Iggy Pop, the ‘raw power’ behind 
the music.”
       “You’re never gonna get rid of 
hate. We’re in Philly.” Musician Uriah 
Killinger (277) says, “The DIY music 
scene helps a lot of people cope with 
everything that goes on in Philly. Be-
cause Philly’s tough, I’ll give it that, and 
I think we persevere pretty hard when 
it comes to like, finding venues. Or just 
playing in a house, and you get fifty 
people packed into your row home base-

ment, and I think there’s a magic that 
happens down there.” 
       Killinger talks about basement shows 
being the quintessential venues in the 
DIY scene. These small informal venues 
are continually popping up throughout 
the city, in whichever neighborhoods 
young artists are attracted to. Basement 
shows are generally welcoming to all 
ages, providing a platform for a younger 
crowd, and generally, house under 100 
people. Performers are often crammed 
into a small space with the crowd inches 
from their instruments, or commonly en-
tangled in their equipment. This makes 
the experience more personal, and the 
crowd gets to be part of the music. In 
this setting, the blood, sweat, and tears 
of the mosh pit brings the music to life. 
         “The music scene in Philadelphia 

is one of the most lively in the country.”, 
says Giancarlo Pignetti (275), a Central 
graduate and active musician in the DIY 
scene, “Believe it or not, there’s a show 
every single night in a North Philly 
basement. The most beautiful part about 
supporting local music is having one of 
your favorite bands play around the cor-
ner from your house for a $5 donation.” 
       So if you’re debating with yourself 
over whether to get involved in Philly’s 
DIY scene, just do it. Whether you are 
supporting local musicians by attending 
their shows, or starting your own band, 
there’s something for everyone in our 
city’s diverse musical community. Get 
out there, find something that you can 
connect with, and create something to 
contribute to the world of music that ex-
ists around you. 

Philly’s DIY Scene
Henry McDevitt (277)
Entertainment Editor

       

         With the focus of the 2016 election 
quite clearly centered on the presiden-
tial race, it is easy to forget that there 
are many other positions up for grabs. 
Each state will be voting for their own 
representatives in the House and the 
Senate, as well as for many other local 
government positions. One hotly con-
tested position in Pennsylvania is the 
race for United States Senate between 
Republican Pat Toomey and Democratic 
Katie McGinty. Toomey currently holds 
a seat as a Pennsylvania senator, while 
McGinty has most recently worked as 
Governor Tom Wolf’s chief of staff. Be-
sides the race for president, this election 
is running at one of the most expensive 
in the country. With competition so 
heated, the race is close, and polls have 
been fluctuating back and forth as to 
who will take this seat.
       Pat Toomey’s views have consis-
tently lined up with those of the Re-
publican Party, and his conservative 
ideologies have shown in his actions as 
a Senator. Toomey is pro-life, meaning 
that he believes that abortion should be 
prohibited, and he has voted many times 
to have it banned and criminalized. In 
addition, Toomey voted in 2004 and 
again in 2009 to create a constitutional 
amendment banning same-sex marriage. 
Toomey has also frequently vocalized 
his views on education. Since 2003, 
he has consistently voted in ways that 
would cut funding from public school 
students, and has refused to advocate for 
increased K-12 funding in Philadelphia 

and across the state.
       Katie McGinty is Toomey’s stron-
gest opponent, and her strong alignment 
with the Democratic Party would com-
pletely change the way Pennsylvania is 
represented in the Senate. McGinty is 
pro-choice, and strongly opposes any 
further restrictions on abortion rights. 
In addition, she advocates for laws that 
protect marriage equality, and in 2014 
spoke out against the wrongful job ter-
minations of LGBT people in the work-
place. McGinty hopes to restore at least 
one billion dollars that have been cut 
from the Philadelphia School District, 
and to continue to rebuild school fund-
ing across the state. Finally, she wants 
to ensure that Pennsylvania students 
can continue to afford college education 
in-state by subsidizing tuition at state 
schools such as Pennsylvania State Uni-
versity and the University of Pittsburgh.
       While different polls have differ-
ent predictions as to who will ultimately 
win this particular race, all of them 

show the two candidates to be neck to 
neck. No matter who is predicted to 
win, the margin will be of a mere 5-10 
percentage points or less, and will be 
easily influenced by who is expected 
to win the presidential race, since the 
candidate’s views line up closely to the 
views of the presidential candidates in 
their respective parties. 
        Regardless of your political views, 
this race will have a big impact on your 
life as a young person in Pennsylvania. 
When those of you old enough to vote 
head to the polls on November 8th, be 
sure to consider more than just Hillary 
Clinton or Donald Trump, since there 
is much more to this election than what 
is shown in the popular media. And for 
the majority of us who will not be 18 
by Election Day, it’s easy to speak to 
parents, friends and siblings who are 
voting, and remind them to vote, even 
if the position in the running seems less 
important than that for the president.

A Close Race for U.S. Senate

“I’ve had a beautiful, I’ve had a flawless campaign. You’ll 
be writing books about this campaign.” 
–Donald Trump, July 29, 2016

“Dwyane Wade’s cousin was just shot and killed walking her baby 
in Chicago. Just what I have been saying. African-Americans will 
vote Trump!”
-Donald Trump, August 27, 2016 

Memorable Moments  

“I’m going to cut taxes bigly, and you’re gonna raise taxes bi-
gly. End of story.” 
-Donald Trump, August 2, 2016”

PC: Joe Raedle/ AP

Koralys Deida (276)
Entertainment Editor 

PC: Alana Gardner (278)

Lena Popkin (277)
News Editor 

Left: Katie McGinty, Right: Pat Toomey

PC: Philly.com
The Pignetti triplets (275) perform as part of their band, Frontyards.
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       It is indisputable that this election has 
been revolutionary. Unlike ever before, 
social media has been important in spread-
ing the message of each candidate. Perhaps 
more important to voters, however, is the 
authenticity of the candidates; how they 
speak their minds or are unafraid to be con-
troversial. Unfortunately, one thing people 
aren’t talking about this election is fash-
ion. Each nominee has a distinct look that 
makes them unique.
        Let’s break this down by nominee. 
Donald Trump’s image this election has 
been bright red hats and artificial tans. 
His iconic slogan, “Make America Great 
Again,” has been plastered on the fore-
heads of Republicans across the country. 
This blaring headgear is sure to make you 
stand out in a crowd for all the “right” rea-
sons. He is also sporting the hippest new 
hairstyle: the wispy bird’s nest look. If you 
want to make that hairdo for yourself, just 
stick your head in a cotton candy machine 
and let it do the rest of the work. Trump is 
the epitome of class, and there is nothing 
classier than the artificial tan he seems to 
love. If you want to look presidential in 
your daily life, try turning your skin into 
the shade of a sickly pumpkin. Mario Fer-
rau (279), a notable fashion critic, said, “he 

reminds me of a troll doll that really likes to 
eat Doritos” That is almost the definition of 
a fashion icon.
Although Donald Trump is a business ty-
coon, Hillary Clinton seems to be slightly 
more business-like this election. Her fash-
ion staple has been the classic “power-
suit” (more commonly referred to as the 
pant-suit). These shoulder padded outfits 
were “all the rave” in the 1980’s, and Clin-
ton appears to be bringing that look back. 
Many think these baggy pant-suits are just 
a fashion statement, but an inside scoop 
has cleared up what that extra room is for. 
In those pockets, Hillary carries her daily 
necessities, which include numerous stress 
balls (most of which are popped or ripped 
up); the hippest, coolest, most popular 
games and nick-nacks that young voters 
always love; lots of room for money from 
“charitable donations”; and hand sanitizer 
in case she needs to shake Trump’s hand 
(although she tries to avoid that as much as 
possible). “I suspect she has 30,000 emails 
in her pocket too,” commented Liam Fuller 
(279), an expert political analysis with no 
training or experience. No matter what 
she is carrying, Clinton is pulling the look 
off. Her suits are not only fashionable, but 
practical. Both she and Trump are pioneer-
ing new styles that may be the symbol for 
American fashion for the next four years.

Federal Fashion
 Koralys Deida (276)
Entertainment Editor

      
    On Tuesday, October 25, Central 
High School seniors enjoyed their 
Spirit Day and superpan photo. Spirit 
Day is the one day in the school year 
where Central seniors can show off 
their school spirit by wearing our 
school colors, crimson and gold. It 
was an unforgettable moment for 276, 
a moment that signified a revelation: 
they were undeniably SENIORS! 
Though the seniors may have thought 
the hardest part of Spirit Day was stay-
ing in place for their photos, there was 

a lot of effort that went into prepar-
ing for and organizing the event. This 
shout out goes to Ms. Cameron and her 
yearbook staff! After school, the day 
before Spirit Day, the Yearbook staff 
and Ms. Cameron labored endlessly 
to properly lay out the senior class 
number, the legendary 276. This is 
easier said than done, but our devoted 
Yearbook staff was able to accomplish 
the spray painting and other strenu-
ous tasks. Not only did the Yearbook 
committee create the layout, but they 
also had to direct the superpan picture. 
“It can be frustrating when you know 
you’re responsible for getting 510 kids 

together especially when time is very 
limited, but in the end we got everyone 
together and finished everything we 
needed to,” said Mariam Talakhadze 
(276), a yearbook editor. Many stu-
dents do not truly grasp the huge re-
sponsibility that sponsors such as Ms. 
Cameron have every year, especially 
when dealing with such an important 
task such as creating the yearbook. So 
the next time you see Ms. Cameron in 
the hallways, be sure to tell her how 
much you appreciate all the time and 
effort that she and the staff put into 
making our yearbook amazing!

The Magic Behind Spirit Day

Dylan Lewis (277)

Political Cartoons

PC: Ayman Ahizoun (276)

The class of 276 enjoys a morning of school spirit and fun with friends.

PC: Joe Raedle/Pool via AP

Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton shake hands at the first debate.
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       For the second year in a row, the Cen-
tral boys varsity cross country team won 
the public league championship. The 
team was led by Skylar Scafidi (276), 
who won the individual crown and set 
a new school record time of 17 minutes 
and 16 seconds. 
      Chris Carson (277) finished close 
behind in second pace with a time of 17 
minutes 32 seconds. Along with Carson 
and Scafidi, four other senior Lancers fin-
ished in the top ten: Matt Frishkoff (4th), 
Ousmane Diarra (6th), Asa Cadwallader 
(8th), and Kynobei Simpson (10th).  
       In 2015, the Lancers ended Mas-
terman High School’s run of eight pub-
lic league cross country championships. 
Winning the second championship in 
a row has established the Lancers as a 
powerhouse in the public league. 
       “Winning the championship felt 
great. Last year the whole team worked 
really hard to take the title from Master-
man, and it’s a big accomplishment for 
us to go back to back,” said Scafidi. “I’m 
hoping to see the underclassman on the 
team put up a great performance next 
year as well. “
        The season is not over yet though 
for the Lancers. The team will go on to 
compete at the District 12 championships 
and some will compete at the PIAA state 
championships. Junior Chris Carson is 
focused on dominating in the district and 
state meets.
       “For the rest of the season I plan on 
racing at the PIAA State Championship 
and running a personal best while there,” 
said Carson.
      Repeating as champions next year 

will be a big challenge for the Lancers as 
5 out of 7 varsity runners will be gradu-
ating. 
       “Winning the championship back to 
back felt really good especially because 
this year there was not as much pressure 
since so many of us have gotten faster,” 
said Chris Carson (277). “Next year the 
pressure is on though because we are 
graduating 5 of our 7 varsity members.”
       The loss of the seniors will certainly 
hurt the team, but Carson seems to be 
ready for the challenge.
       “We have a freshman [Ray Hertzog]  
and a sophomore [Seamus McGuoirk] 
who are both up to the task of being on 
varsity,” Carson said. “To fill the other 
two spots we just need two people to step 
up and show us how bad they want to be 
the best.”
       Chris Carson (277) plans on domi-
nating next season as a team as well as 
individually. 
        “Next year I’ll be training to win the 
championship as an individual and for 
the third [straight] time as a team,” said 
Carson. “ And at next year’s district meet 
and state meet I want to run to the best of 
my ability.” 
      The Lancers dominated the public 
league this season led by amazing perfor-
mances by captains Skylar Scafidi (276) 
and Chris Carson (277). They look to 
continue their dominance at the district 
and state meets. After finishing behind 
Masterman, the Lancers are finally the 
team to beat in the public league. 
       On the girls’ side, the Lancers fin-
ished in second place to Masterman. Led 
by Emma Helstrom (277) who finished 
in second place with a time of 21:05 and 
Abigail Leedy (278) who finished fifth 
with a time of 22:17.

Back-to-Back Champions
Kristian Rhim (276) 

Sports Editor 

From Left to right: Chris Carson (277), Skylar Scafidi (276), Ousmane Diarra (276)

From Left to Right: Seamus McGuoirk (278), Skylar Scafidi (276), Matt Frishkoff (276), Chris 
Carson (277), Asa Cadwallader (276), Kynoebi Simpson (276), Ousmane Diarra, (276)

PC: Hanna Jacobs (276)
PC: Hanna Jacobs (276)

Whose Side are They on?

PC: Marcio Jose Sanchez/AP
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Seniors Embrace New Lancer Look
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       The Central boys’ varsity basketball 
team aspires for greatness this season af-
ter struggling throughout the 2015-2016 
season, where they finished 6-14 overall. 
They hope to do more than just improve 
from their previous record as the Lanc-
ers are hungry for redemption, not only 
for themselves, but for the school as a 
whole. 
       The Lancers have some big shoes to 
fill, especially after losing four players 
to graduation, including all-public point 
guard Tyler Jefferson. Jefferson was a 
captain of the team and carried most of 
the scoring load for the Lancers last sea-
son. 
       Fortunately, the team’s very expe-
rienced head coach, Haviland Harper 
(230), should help make up for the Lanc-
ers’ inexperience. 
      “This team has less returnees than 
ever before, so I have more new peo-
ple than I’ve had in awhile.” Harper 
said.“My main goal is to win as many 
games as possible. [But to also] develop 
the basketball abilities in as many play-
ers possible.” 
       The Lancers will have a new look 
this year. Many lucky underclassmen 
will see playing time and possibly start. 

The team has five returning seniors and 
is led by captains Daniel Holdsman and 
Brandon Taylor, who have played on 
varsity since their sophomore year.
     “I do expect a lot from Danny and 
Brandon, but we have a young guard 
tandem in Malik View (277) and Kwand 
Lang (277), hoping we get a little pro-
duction from [senior] Jabreel Dickens,” 
Harper says.“There are a bunch of peo-
ple that are trying out so we’re going to 
see who’s going to come around.” 
       According to the captains, improving 
trust within the team is not only key, but 
imperative for the Lancer’s success. Last 
season, a lack of trust hurt the chemis-
try of the team, and it showed in their 
record.
      “Things that need to change this sea-
son is the trust we have in each other,” 
senior captain Brandon Taylor says. 
“From the first guy to the last, to the 
coach, we all need to trust each other and 
hold each other accountable.” 
       The process has to begin with team 
captains Daniel Holdsman and Brandon 
Taylor. This will be their third year play-
ing varsity for the Lancers, so the young-
er, inexperienced players will certainly 
look to them for guidance this season.
“Danny and I have to step up this year 
and lead our team,” Taylor says. “Those 
[younger] guys are my brothers and I 
would do anything to help them.”  
       The Lancers have been working since 

the end of last season, playing in several 
summer leagues and tournaments. Their 
most recent play was the West Chester’s 
annual Big 64 tournament in which the 
team finished 2-1. 
       The players stressed their goal of 
having a fun, victory-filled season. Win-
ning may not come easily to the Lancers 
as they are very inexperienced but the 
seniors are ready to lead and succeed. 

“Last year was a disappointment to all 
of us. I feel like not only did I let myself 
down but I let my team down,” senior 
Sherell Slayer says. “I know I speak for 
every senior when I say this is my last 
ride with Central and I want to make it 
memorable.”
      The Lancers’ quest for redemption 
begins December 2nd at home against 
World Communications High School. 

The team looks to improve from last 
season and become a dominant team in 
the Public League.
      “I don’t want to leave any stone 
unturned this year,” Holdsman says. “I 
want to go out and  achieve whatever is 
in reach. I feel confident in myself and 
in my brothers. This is our year and we 
got to make it happen.”
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The Lancers discussing strategies before playing in the big 64 tournament at West Chester.
From left to right: Ade Owodunni (276), Nahir King (276), Sherell Slater (276), Kenzell Munroe (276), Tommy Saju (277), Brandon Taylor (276), 

Daniel Holdsman (276),Malik View (277), Kwand Lang (277), Tariq Blatson(277), Anthony Sheacharan (277), Jay Unger (279)

       Just two years ago, the Lancer boys’ 
varsity football team had a 1-11 record 
and were one of the lower teams in the 
Public League. in a spectacular turn of 
events, the team is now one of the best 
the public league has to offer. 
       The Lancers knew a great season was 
ahead after losing in the semifinals to 
eventual division champion Gratz. How-
ever, with the loss of all-city quarterback 
Jeff Coplin (275), and all-city linebacker 
Nasir Womack (275) this would not be 
easy.  
       Head Coach Richard Drayton (246) 
chose Gerrit Roscioli (276), who played 
wide receiver last season, to quarterback 
the team this year. Drayton spoke highly 
of Roscioli’s work ethic.
       “He is a hard worker and doesn’t like 
to let his teammates down,” said Dray-
ton. “The guys around him want to make 
plays for him.”
       Thanks to amazing performances by 
Keishon Graham (276), Blake Schwartz 
(276), Omar Jamaladdin (276), and 
Soosung Whang (277), the Lancers have 
shocked many by going undefeated in 
a dominating fashion. They’ve won ev-
ery game by a whopping average of 19 
points. In a particularly impressive game 
against Benjamin Franklin, the Lancers 
scored 50 points, compared to Franklin’s 
measly 12.
      The Lancer Varsity Football team 
carried their victorious spirit with them 
to the final game on Friday October 21, 
2016. The team faced South Philadelphia 

High School, winning by a score of 42-
22 to end the regular season 8-0. It was 
senior day for the Lancers and starting 
running-back, Kei-Shon Graham (276) 
did not disappoint. Graham ran for mul-
tiple touchdowns and ran for close to 
200 yards. 
       Moving on to the playoffs the Lanc-
ers are focused and confident in their 
chances for a championship.
    “We will definitely dominate in the 
playoffs,” senior wide receiver Omar 
Jamaladdin said. “We’ve worked ex-
tremely hard to get to this point and we 
won’t be stopped anytime soon. With 
the amount of talent, leadership and 
discipline on the team, our chances at 
winning the championship are pretty 
high. The support from our school, 
families and friends makes us want to 
win even more.”

Lancers Finish Regular Season Undefeated

The Lancer seniors after the win against South Philadelphia High School.

PC: J.S Garber

Boys’ Soccer: 10-2
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