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Kicking it with Mayor Kenney
       

       On the morning of Friday, Janu-
ary 13th, Philadelphia Mayor Jim Ken-
ney poked his head out into a City Hall 
corridor and beckoned three Centralizer 
reporters into his office. Once inside, he 
gave us each firm handshakes and ush-
ered us over to his desk. His office was 
neat, except for a table near the center 
of the room which was mounded with 
various reports and papers. Portraits of 
regal looking historical figures lined the 
walls of his office, and on his desk was 
the Obama’s holiday card, along with a 
poster that says “I Stand With...”  with 
a long list of minorities following, in-
cluding Muslims, Transgender persons 
and LGBTQ persons. Accompanied by 
his press advisor, he got right down to 
business. 
       It’s evident that Kenney is not a time 
waster. He isn’t by any means rude, but 
he’s a fast and concise thinker and not 
prone to stream of conscious ramblings 
or off-topic tangents. 
       This isn’t surprising considering 
the changes he’s made in only his first 
year in office. Since his swearing in last 
January he’s passed a new soda tax, is 
committed to defending Philadelphia’s 
status as a sanctuary city over the next 
four years, and has unveiled Rebuild 
Philadelphia, the most extensive capital 
program in recent history. 
       The most difficult part of his job? 
Scheduling. “People don’t understand 
that the city does things, but the state 

does certain things, and the federal gov-
ernment does certain things. It’s hard ex-
plaining to people that you don’t control 
everything that happens in the city, and 
that sometimes you are held captive to 
other governments. That’s frustrating.” 
       Mayor Kenney grew up on 2nd 
Street in South Philadelphia, an enclave 
of the city that is largely Irish and Italian 
Catholic and attended St. Joseph’s Prep. 
       His experiences growing up in a 
South  Philadelphia row home, as well as 
his time at St. Joe’s truly shaped him into 

the person he is today. 
       “I think that going to the Prep was 
a big deal, because it put me in a school 
in North Philly and put me in contact 
with kids from the suburbs, from Jersey, 
West Philly, Northeast and South, so it 
was a really good mix of people at the 
time. Having that experience, coming 
from a really parochial neighborhood 
which was largely Irish Catholic where 
you didn’t go out of your neighborhood 
much, enabled me to expand my hori-
zons and meet other people from differ-

ent places.” 
       While his Catholic upbringing did 
play an influential role in his early life, 
he asserts that it was the Jesuit’s at St. 
Joe’s that sparked his interest in public 
service. 
       “The Catholic dogma, and the Cath-
olic experience is much more rigid and 
unrelenting, and the Jesuits were more 
open minded and flexible when it came 
to social justice issues and human rights. 
They really let you think, and consider 
things and come up with your own 

conclusions. And they didn’t make you 
wrong or right for them, they made you 
an individual. What they taught was that 
unless you’re actually a person or man 
for others, unless you’re serving other 
people, you’re really not happy.” 
       Behind Kenney’s desk is a large por-
trait, who he explains is Octavius Catto, 
a 19th century Philadelphia civil rights 
activist who has been a major inspiration 
in his life. 
     “People should really read about 
him.” says Kenney.  “He was really the 
Martin Luther King or Jackie Robinson 
of his day.” 
      Despite all this, Kenney claims he 
was just an average, sports loving kid. 
    “I played sports, but not very well. 
I was on the football team, and kind of 
barely started. Played ice hockey, played 
tennis too believe it or not.”                                                                      
     Interestingly, he had no aspirations to 
go into politics either. “I really wanted 
to go to law school, but I never did. This 
is still somewhat of a disappointment in 
my life.” 
      Kenney has big plans for Philadel-
phia, and when asked about what’s to 
come in the next decade, he you could 
see his face light up with excitement. 
      “We’re going to have a more edu-
cated workforce, educated population. 
We’re going to have a less incarcerated 
population. We’re hopefully going to 
have a less addicted population.  A more 
digital and tech economy and sector and 
we’re going to continue to grow our resi-
dential base in the city.” 

      

       
      
        Central’s wrestling team has been 
a point of great and constant pride for 
students and staff alike. With several of 
the school’s faculty and administrative 
members being former wrestlers them-
selves, including our very own President 
McKenna. The 2015-2016 wrestling 
season was considered a mixed success 
by most in the school and on the team. 
Central went 6-1 in their division, but 
7-9 overall. They failed to defeat archri-
vals Northeast as well. The Lancers 
ended last year’s public league season 
with a 4th place finish in the Philadel-
phia Public League, out of the 15 teams. 
Central went on to finish 8th out of 20 
teams in the District 12 AAA Champi-
onships. Ousmane Diarra (126), Zach 
Robles (113), and Vlad Falendysh (160) 
all placed third in their respective weight 
classes, and Gerritt Roscioli (152) going 
all the way to the Championship Finals 
in his weight class. However, the team 
lost the record-breaking senior Zach 
Robles to Kutztown, as well as a handful 
of talented underclassmen which left the 
question of expectation and goals this 

year in the back everyone’s minds. The 
role of captain was left to current senior 
Ousmane Diarra, who has proved to be 
completely up to the task on and off the 
mat. 
       There is a large amount of pres-
sure on the team this season to succeed, 
senior Peter Howell said, “We expect 
a lot from the team this year. We’ve 
got a team full of young guys who are 
hungry and want to win and we’ve got 
older guys who know what it means 
to win. We lost the championship last 
year so now everyone has something 
to prove.” Captain Ousmane Diarra, 
who wrestles at 138,  said “This year, 

I expect the Central wrestling team to 
win its first ever district title. Over the 
past few years Central has won many 
sectional titles, but that will no longer 
suffice and the team is now hungry for 
a district title to prove to the Catholic 
league that the public league is no longer 
inferior. I expect this to be the end result 
of the season because I’ve witnessed the 
hard work and drive of my teammates at 
practices. I know for a fact that Central 
has the most arduous and physically tax-
ing practices and believe that in the end 
it will all pay off and we will finally be 
able to surmount the Catholic league.” 

Continued on pg. 4 

Wrestling With Expectation 17 Tips for Surviving the 
2017 Midterms

       From January 30 to February 2, 
Central students will take their 2017 
midterms. For many students, the  word 
“midterm” evokes a combination of 
stress, exasperation, and a sense of fi-
nality. Worth twenty to thirty percent 
of each student’s second quarter grade, 
Central students have good reason to be 
concerned -- especially members of 279, 
who are experiencing midterms for the 
first time. For numerous students, mid-
terms determine whether their grades 
stay the same or drastically rise or fall. 
Midterm scores have the final say: they 
are the last assessment students have 
in each subject before second quarter 
grades close. However, there is no rea-
son to panic. With preparation and good 
work habits, every Central student has 
the ability to perform spectacularly on 
their midterms. The following advice 
for surviving midterms is from a panel 
of experts—a mix of midterm makers 

and midterm takers—who have part-
nered with the Centralizer to create the 
ultimate guide for navigating even the 
most difficult exam.

-“If your teachers give back tests, then 
look back at the tests, note your mis-
takes and fix them, and base your study 
guides around the tests. The midterm is 
basically a combination of every test 
you took the whole school year, so look-
ing back at the exams is the ultimate re-
view.” -Yasmine Mezoury (278)

-“Nap when you get home [from each 
midterm] to recover instead of going 
straight to studying again, or do some-
thing else to help de-stress yourself 
before studying for the next midterm.” 
-Eoin Daly (277)

-“Wear comfortable clothes.” -Johnny 
Ting (277)

Continued on pg. 3
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       He’s positive, and seems largely un-
fazed by the recent events in Washington. 
     “We want to improve conditions that 
young people want to live in, with public 
transit, the environment, and continue to 
protect our immigrant population, and 
make sure that anything that happens in 
Washington doesn’t  blow back on us as 
much as possible. And use the courts, and 
our collective brain power to fight back 
this onslaught of negativity that may be 
coming.” 
     He sees the connection between a 
young, engaged populous and a city’s 
prosperity. An overarching theme in Ken-
ney’s long list of goals is drawing young 
people to Philadelphia, regardless of 
where they may be from. 
     “Part of the problem in Philadelphia 
over its history is that it’s been too closed 
to the outside, but I think we’ve made 
great strides in the last couple decades in 
opening up the city to other people and 
other ethnicities, races and people from 
around the world and I want that to con-
tinue.” 
      While Kenney stresses the importance 
of opening up the city to the rest of the 
world, he also has a message for students 
already here. 
     “They need to maintain that connec-
tion with Philadelphia and come back.” 
Kenney says. “I think Central students 
are good role models, as people involved 
in academics and volunteering in their 
community, and many will go off to col-
lege either locally or away.” 
     Creating a more educated population 
in Philadelphia is another one of Ken-
ney’s top priorities, and is the reason 
he’s implementing a new city-wide Pre-
K program, funded by revenue from the 
new soda tax. 
       When discussing his rationale behind 
the Pre-K program, Kenney states “Un-
less kids have access to a quality Pre-K 
experience, where they’re in a classroom 

and can socialize with other children 
learning the basics, by the time they get 
to kindergarten and first grade they’re not 
prepared and start falling back. By third 
grade if they aren’t reading at grade level, 
by seventh and eighth grade they’re act-
ing up because they can’t read and can’t 
compete and they’re embarrassed and 
then by ninth and tenth grade they’re 
dropping out and then they go to the cor-
ners and hustle and end up either dead or 
in prison.” 
      Kenney also stressed the fact that 
he wants more young people involved 
in city politics, and that it’s easy to get 
involved. 
      “Students should volunteer in an 
elected official’s office, or volunteer 
with an advocacy or activist group. Get 
involved in something you’re passion-
ate about, whether it be the environment, 
education or public safety. Don’t expect 
to get paid right away, do it because it’s 
good for your community and neighbor-
hood. Know your neighbors, go to public 
meetings, and mainly just be an active 
member in your community.” 
       Even from a short interview, it’s clear 
that Kenney is driven and ambitious, and 
has big plans for Philadelphia. 
      What does he plan on doing after his 
term ends? He didn’t say, right now he’s 
only focused on serving the city and its 
people. 
      And a question on everyone’s mind: 
when asked about his favorite place for a 
cheesesteak, the mayor was decisive. 
    “Not Pat’s or Geno’s. I like Tony 
Luke’s, because they toast the rolls. 
Dallesandro’s in Roxborough is good. 
Actually, the “Trainwreck” cheesesteak 
at Beck’s at the Reading Terminal is awe-
some.” 
       And what do you get on your chees-
esteak?
    “American. Sometimes provolone. 
Never wiz--it’s like wax.” 

Interview with the Mayor
(Continued from pg. 1)

       Most Central students know about 
the “Drop-In” center located in the 
school’s basement, but few are aware 
of the numerous valuable resources 
the room provides. Tracie Gilbert, the 
Health Resource Center Coordinator at 
Central, states that the purpose of the 
Drop-In center is to “provide informa-
tion, counseling and resources related 
to Central students and sexual health.” 
Whether a student wants to pick up con-
doms, get a pregnancy test, or talk to a 
trusted adult about issues related to sexu-
ality and relationships, he or she can visit 
the Health Resource Center during lunch 
or after school. The HRC is located in 
room 10 of the basement, and is open 
between Tuesdays and Fridays from 
11:30-3:30PM. 
       Ms. Gilbert says that her job at 
the Health Resource Center is differ-
ent every day, depending on how many 
students come in and what they need. 
“Some days it’s pretty high-energy, 
when students are stocking up on con-
doms for the weekend, or I’m presenting 
for a classroom. Other days I have no 
students at all, and will spend that time 
organizing the space or finishing paper-
work,” she reveals. As an educator, she 
says that she enjoys the position most 
when she is able to be in front of students 
and share important information about 
sexual health. 
       In regards to her future hopes for the 
Health Resource Center at Central, Ms. 
Gilbert desires to “be able to provide 
more educational services to students, 
and not just the baseline.” She also 
would like to see students be more pro-

active in using and advocating the HRC, 
a resource that Central students are very 
fortunate to have. She adds that “particu-
larly at a time when access to such re-
sources is at grave risk, it’d be nice to see 
more students recognize the benefit they 
have in such resources, and to be willing 
to take a stand in defending them--both 
in the immediate, and in the long term”
It is important that Central students un-

derstand the importance of the Health 
Resource Center, and remind their peers 
that there is a safe space to ask questions 
and obtain resources related to sexual 
health. As Ms. Gilbert says, “as long 
as word continues to spread, the HRC 
should always be a great resource for the 
student body.”

The Health Resource Center at Central
Bella Baff (276)
Managing Edtor

A Glance of Central’s W
inter

PC from top left to bottom right: Mary Elizabeth Greeley (278) and Nancy Zhu (278); Ernesto Estremera (278); Jana Pugsley (277)

Ms. Gilbert is in  the office Tuesday through Friday from 11:30AM to 3:30PM

PC: Anna Pugsley (276)
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op-ed / enTerTaInmenT

Award Season Is Upon Us!
       

       The time has come to bring out the 
popcorn and to dig out the Snuggies 
from where we all left them in 2008, 
because it’s the season of film! This is 
when all of last year’s greatest films get 
to be celebrated, including movies that 
range from motion pictures to foreign 
films. All the components that help make 
a movie come together such as score, 
screenplay, costumes, and production 
design are also honored. These are some 
of the nominated movies that you should 
add to watch on your bucket list: La La 
Land, Hidden Figures, Florence Foster 
Jenkins, Sully, Jackie, Lion, Fences, 
Manchester by the Sea, Moonlight, Zoo-
topia, Moana, Finding Dory, and Sing. 
These movies are all the talk right now, 
so if you want to stay with it you need to 
watch these movies.
     Here’s a little rundown about each 
movie. 
-La La Land: An aspiring actress meets 
a jazz pianist who grow together as their 
careers unfold. 
-Hidden Figures: Based on a true story, 
a team of African American women help 
supply NASA with the information they 
need and work with them to successfully 
launch the program’s first space mission. 
-Florence Foster Jenkins: Based on a 

real woman, this comedic tale follows 
a New York woman and her road to be-
coming an opera singer, even though she 
actually has a terrible singing voice.
-Sully: The true story of how an airplane 
pilot had to unexpectedly land his plane 
full of passengers on the Hudson River. 
-Jackie: The events that occurred in 
real life, regarding Jackie Kennedy and 
her husband John F. Kennedy, are seen 
through her eyes. 
-Lion: An uplifting story about how 
a five year old boy gets lost on a train 
going thousands of miles across India. 
Twenty five years later after being raised 
with a new family, he is determined to 
find his lost family and return home. 
-Fences: In the 1950s Pittsburgh, an Af-
rican American man and his family deal 
with life’s obstacles along with the racial 
barriers of that time. 
-Manchester by the Sea: After the death 
of a loving father, his brother finds out 
that he is the sole guardian of his late 
brother’s sixteen year old son. He then 
decides to move back to their hometown 
and deal with issues from his past while 
embracing this newfound bond that re-
sulted in the death of his brother between 
he and his nephew. 
-Moonlight: The story of a boy’s growth 
told across three prominent chapters in 
his life, dealing with love and identity. 
-Zootopia: An animated family film 

about how no matter where you come 
from, you can always fulfill your dream. 
It also lightly touches on real life topics 
such as diversity. 
-Moana: A story about the voyage a girl 
takes on the ocean with her hero, that 
shows how the power of love in a friend-
ship can accomplish anything. 
-Finding Dory: Come on, if you don’t 
know what this is about, something has 
to change in your life. 
-Sing: A koala decides to hold a singing 
competition for the world’s animals in 
order to save his theater, all while shar-
ing the gift of music. 
       So you see, you don’t have much 
time to waste. All of these movies are so 
unique and are extremely deserving of 
their nominations. Award season has of-
ficially begun so here’s a play by play of 
the events to look out for. 
        It all starts with the Critics’ Choice    
Awards. This is the first show of the sea-
son and this year it was held on Decem-
ber 11th. After that is the Golden Globes. 
This is always the first award show of the 
new year, and this year it was on Janu-
ary 8th. Then there is the Screen Actors 
Guild Awards, commonly known as the 
SAG’s. It is the next show to air and will 
be held on January 29th. Next up is the 
BAFTA Awards which stands for British 
Academy of Film and Television Arts. It 
will take place on February 12th. Last 

but not least, is the 89th Annual Acad-
emy Awards! This year the Academy 
Awards will be featured on February 
26th. This is the last award show of the 
season, although the Tony and Emmy 
Awards will come later in the year. The 
Academy Awards nominees have not 
come out yet but they are scheduled to 
be released on January 24th.
        This past sunday night, the Golden 
Globes occurred with a star studded 
show. ‘La La Land’ set a historic record, 

winning the most awards in the history 
of the Globes! They were nominated 
for seven awards and won every single 
one of them. Some of these awards in-
clude Best Motion Picture-Musical or 
Comedy, Best Director-Motion Picture, 
Best Performance by an Actor in a Mo-
tion Picture-Musical or Comedy, Best 
Performance by an Actress in a Motion 
Picture-Musical or Comedy, and Best 
Original Score-Motion Picture just to 
say a few. 

      

      
        In November if you asked me wheth-
er I would like to see Donald Trump’s in-
auguration, I would’ve blatantly told you 
no way. Mainly because I don’t support 
his beliefs controversial things he says. 
However, my Social Science class, with 
Mr. Horwits, has taught me that one can 
learn a lot by seeing the other side. After 
a long and rigorous application process, 
I went with 24 of my classmates as stu-
dent journalists to see the inauguration 
of Donald Trump. It was an eye-opening 
experience. 
       Coming from a school and city 
where almost everyone is a liberal and/
or a Democrat, it is almost frowned upon 
to be a Republican or conservative. It 
was refreshing to be in a different atmo-
sphere, and speak with people who have 
conservative beliefs and support Donald 
Trump. When talking to the people at 
the Inauguration about why they voted 
they all gave similar responses, the most 
common being that they wanted a presi-
dent who gave power to the people and 
were tired of being lied to by ineffective 
politicians. Trump hit these points in his 
speech and said just that he would give 
power to the common people.
       After the inauguration we visited 

the congressional offices. This was my 
favorite part of the day because of how 
down to earth the congresspeople were 
and how we walked right into their of-
fices and didn’t even talk about politics. 
With Congressman Tim Ryan from Ohio 
we talked about sports and joked about 
how bad the Cleveland Browns were. 
With Congressman Jose Luis Correa 
from Orange County, California, we 
talked about how the San Diego Char-

gers are now the Los Angeles Chargers 
and how his wife was really sad about 
that, but he could care less. Next we 
went to the Presidential Inaugural Free-
dom Ball, where I got to meet a lot of 
famous people and see more politicians 
in a different and relaxed atmosphere. 
After a very long day, I was exhausted, 
but would do it all over again as this is 
an experience I will cherish for the rest 
of my life.

Central at the Inauguration
-“Find that one friend who seems to 
have their life together. Chances are they 
have a study guide already made. Just 
ask them to slide it over and you’re good 
to go! Or if you’re the one who seems 
to have their life together, why not share 
the joy? Nobody wants their friend to 
fail the midterms, right?” -Enwei Zhang 
(277)
-“Remember to pee.” -Ms. Cameron
-“Start as soon as possible! If you wait, 
you’ll be left overwhelmed with the 
amount of information you will need to 
study.” -Igor Tugluk (278)
“Pray to the Sun God Ra every day for 
ten days before the midterm.” An Duong 
(277)
-“Using your time wisely is key. It’s a 
half day schedule for the entire week of 
midterms. Use that time to your advan-
tage and begin studying for the upcom-
ing exams you have on the next day.” 
-Michelle Chiu (277)
-“Relax. Just relax. Meditate before your 
exams.” -Mr. Ovetsky
-“Take the ten pound folder that you 
stuff all your notes in and organize it!” 
-Jennifer Chen (277)

-“Cut down on Netflix.” -Helen Jiang 
(277)
-“Don’t procrastinate. Don’t wait till 
advisory the day of to start studying.” 
-Elena Cruz-Adames (277)
-“Redo the problems from quizzes, tests, 
and homework. You learn math by doing 
it, not reading it. -Ms. Parillo
-“Study for an hour then take a twenty 
minute break and do something to help 
you relax and take your mind off of 
midterms. Then go back to studying and 
take another break. Taking breaks in be-
tween studying really helps you relax so 
that you don’t stress out.” -Rachel Ortiz 
(277)
-“Bring tissues.” -Mr. McElhenny
-“If you know you’re not going to sleep 
for eight hours, you better take five min-
utes in the morning to eat breakfast.” 
-Anne Tran (277)
-“Find a way to study without distrac-
tions. Dedicate a certain amount of study 
time to each class, and DISCONNECT 
from social media, tv, and any entertain-
ment that might make you lose your fo-
cus.” -Ms. Sheldon-Matje

17 Midterm Tips
Continued from pg. 1
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The Oscars premiered first in 1929, a ceremony that only last 15 minutes.
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Johnny Ting (277) studying for his midterms.. 25 seniors before leaving for the Inauguration.

Congressman Tim Ryan (D-Ohio) messing with Chris Bruch (276).
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 Although exceedingly unacknowl-
edged, Central High School’s swim team 
is noteworthy. Coach Tracy Freeland, a 
former class member of 244 and Public 
League Swimming Title holder, leads 
both the boys and girls teams. He in-
tensely prepares the swimmers to strive 
for a Public League Champions title, as a 
team and in individual events. The team 
practices four days a week at Pickett, a 
bus ride away from school. “He’s a re-
ally nice and good coach and the team 
has good spirit,” comments Ana Hall-
man (276), one of the team’s captains.
        The previous season concluded with 
abundant success. The boys’ team man-
aged to win a 1st place Public League 
title and the girls’ team secured a 2nd 
place title. As the 2017 season unfolds, 
the team is determined to win additional 
Championship titles. “I’m looking for-
ward to the rest of the season, especially 
the Public Championships and districts. 
This is my senior year and I’d love to 
win another boys’ championship like we 
did last year. I’m looking to perform well 
at districts and make states, and show 
that Philadelphia Public Swim League is 
growing” says Anton Tamkovitch (276), 
another team captain. 
        As individual competitors, the swim-
mers will face some of the top swim-
mers in the state. They will compete in 

events such as the 100 meter butterfly, 
200 meter individual medley (an event 
with two lengths of each stroke), and 
100 meter freestyle. Although individual 
standings are vastly important in swim-
ming, the team remains deeply commit-
ted to working together. “Swim team is 
a great group of people ranging from 
those who are beginners to experienced 
club swimmers. We have a long and fun, 
yet challenging season especially when 
facing Masterman,” adds captain Emma 
Dudnick (276).  

         The boys and girls teams started 
their seasons with victories. They both 
came in first against Northeast and 
E&S. During their second meet, both 
teams came in second to Masterman. 
“The team has already shown a lot of 
improvement, Coach Tracy is a great 
coach, although we have already prov-
en our strengths this year in the first 2 
meets, we still have the rest of the sea-
son ahead of us,” says Tamkovitch.

Swimming to a Championship
Grace Del Vecchio (277)

Staff Writer

Where are they now: 
Walt Pegues

       

     
 Every wrestler on the team is on a mis-
sion to win at the highest level possible. 
The goal for the team is undeniably to 
win the public league and to put up a 
great fight in the districts and regionals. 
For a select few wrestlers the goal is to 
go past these competitions and progress 
to states. Middleweight wrestler Gerritt 
Roscioli said, “My top goal is to make 
it to states, only three publics league 
wrestlers have ever made it to states in 
history, none from Central, so I would 

like to make it in the history books.” The 
seniors on the team have high expecta-
tions for a successful finish to the season; 
the pressure is on.
       Currently the Central Wrestling team 
is 6-0 in their division and 9-2 over-
all, which is huge improvement on last 
year. The consensus is that the team is 
performing incredibly well, and training 
just as hard. Each wrestler prepares and 
trains for his match differently, Ousmane 
Diarra said “The best way for me to 
prep for a match is to find a good mental 
place. I don’t underestimate or overes-
timate any of my opponents and when 

I step on the mat I treat like and equal 
even if they are better or worse than me.” 
Senior Gerrit Roscioli takes a different 
approach to pre-match warmups saying 
“I don’t like to do too much to warm up, 
other people (Ousmane Diarra) like to 
run around and wrestle for like 30 min-
utes before a match to go in hot, I like 
to just listen to some music and stretch 
around a little bit.” The training too is 
physically exhausting particularly when 
cutting weight. Peter Howell stated, 
“Cutting weight is always hard, but we 
recognize it’s what we have to do. It’s 
easy to go home and chug some water 

when you’re thirsty, but recognizing that 
doing that would hurt the team since you 
wouldn’t be able to make weight is what 
we have to do. It’s all about seeing past 
yourself and recognizing the best inter-
est of the team.” As of now Gerrit Ro-
scioli (160) and Ousmane Diarra(138) 
are ranked first in their respective weight 
groups, Peter Howell is fourth in the 
competitive 195 class, and sophomore 
Lucien Anderson is ranked first in the 
145 class. 
      The Lancers are flying high this sea-
son placing third in their own Lancer 
Invitational, and coming in 2nd of 17 

during the Spartan Clash, beating the 
likes of Penn Charter, Germantown 
Friends, Chestnut Hill Academy, Mal-
vern Prep, Harriton, and Central Bucks 
West. The Lancers rolled through the 
Public League playoffs and including a 
49-15 win in the championship against 
longtime rival Northeast. The Lancers 
schedule will get extremely tough, as the 
next month and a half the lancers will 
compete in AAA Districts, AAA Region-
als, and for the select few the PIAA AAA 
Championships in Hershey. The entire 
school will be waiting eagerly to see how 
far they can go. 

Wrestling With Expectation

     Walt Pegues (273) was a standout 
athlete at Central, where he excelled 
as a running back for the football team 
and as a sprinter and jumper in track 
and field.  
      In his final season as a Lancer, 
Pegues rushed for over 1,000 yards 
and 19 touchdowns. He was named 1st 
team all-city and all-public and scored 
the only touchdown in the Lancer’s 
win against the Northeast Vikings on 
Thanksgiving, this win marked the 
first for the Lancers on Thanksgiving 
day since 2004.  Later that year Pegues 
went on to medal in the triple jump at 
the indoor track and field state cham-
pionships. 

      In outdoor track he helped the 
Lancers win their second public 
league championship in a row, as he 
won the 100 meter dash, Triple jump 
and long jump individual titles.
      Now Pegues, a Junior at IUP (In-
diana University of Pennsylvania) has 
been dominating just as we was as 
Lancer but now at wide receiver. This 
year Pegues was named a captain, led 
the crimson hawks in receiving yards, 
receptions and touchdowns, named 
to 2nd team all conference. He also 
moved to fourth all time in receptions, 
and third all time in receiving yards in 
school history.
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Back Row: Nyla Wright 278. Front Row from left to right: Rebekka Scholz 277, Janing Wu 278, 
Ana hallman 276, Sophie Haskell 277, Coach Tracy, and Erik Evans 278

PC: Natalie Truong (278)

Caleb Perline (278) wrestling at the Central Invitational


